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KINGSTON, N.Y., June 22, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Kingstone Companies, Inc. (Nasdaq: KINS) (“Kingstone” or the
“Company”), a regional property and casualty insurance holding company, today announced that its wholly-owned subsidiary, KINS
Insurance Agency, an Excess and Surplus Lines Broker, has appointed Sylvie Widjaja as Vice President, California Business
Leader. Ms. Widjaja, a California insurance executive with more than two decades of experience spanning distribution,
underwriting, product, and claims, will lead Kingstone’s California operations as the Company enters the state’s homeowners
market on an excess and surplus lines basis. She will report to Meryl Golden, President and Chief Executive Officer.

“California represents a meaningful opportunity, and success will depend on strong local market expertise, deep agent
relationships, and disciplined execution,” said Meryl Golden, President and Chief Executive Officer of Kingstone. “Sylvie brings a
proven track record of leading in the California market through one of its most challenging periods, along with the local insight,
operating rigor, and commitment to the independent agency channel needed to navigate its complexity. She is the right leader to
establish a profitable California business for Kingstone over the long term.”

“Kingstone’s clear, disciplined strategy and genuine focus on supporting independent agents are what drew me to this role,” said
Ms. Widjaja. “As a California resident, I've seen firsthand the challenges agents and homeowners are facing as capacity shifted
across the market. Kingstone is well positioned to deliver effective solutions that enable agents to continue serving homeowners
across California. | look forward to introducing Kingstone to the broader independent agent community and partnering closely to
build a sustainable platform for growth.”

Ms. Widjaja joins Kingstone from Mercury Insurance Group, one of California’s largest personal lines insurers, where she had
extensive experience leading distribution and market strategy in complex and evolving environments across both personal and
commercial lines, including deep expertise in the California market. Her background also includes leadership roles at Travelers
and Progressive, in underwriting and claims. She holds a B.A. from California State University, Fullerton.

Forward-Looking Statements

This press release may contain “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of
1995. All statements, other than statements of historical facts, may be forward-looking statements. These statements are based on
management’s current expectations and are subject to uncertainty and changes in circumstances. These statements involve risks
and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from those included in forward-looking statements due to a
variety of factors. For more details on factors that could affect expectations, see Part I, Item 1A of our Annual Report on Form
10-K for the year ended December 31, 2025.

Kingstone undertakes no obligation to publicly update or revise any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new
information, future events or otherwise, except as required by law.

About Kingstone Companies, Inc.

Kingstone is a regional property and casualty insurance holding company whose principal operating subsidiaries write business
through retail and wholesale agents and brokers. Kingstone delivers tailored homeowners insurance solutions through its
sophisticated product suite, Select, supported by a scalable and efficient operating platform that enables the Company to pursue
significant market opportunities and strategic expansion. Kingstone was the 11th largest writer of homeowners insurance in New
York in 2025 and also writes homeowners coverage in California on a non-admitted basis.
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